
SALAMANDER - LEVI FAMILY OF STUTTGART       VERSION 03  
Extract of ancestral display by Rolf Hofmann   (HarburgProject@aol.com)    with help of descendants of the Levi family 
 
 
The Salamander Story began in 1891, when the Jewish leather merchant Max Levi of Stuttgart founded a shoe manufactoring company in Kornwestheim (near Stuttgart in southern Germany) together with the Christian master shoe 
maker Jakob Sigle. In 1903 they started a joint venture with the shoe dealer Rudolf Moos in Berlin, who was in search of producers of excellent and inexpensive shoes in large quantities. This was the start of the Salamander Shoe 
Manufactoring Company. Within twenty years it became the largest shoe company in Germany, exclusively selling shoes in its own shops all over Germany. All of Max Levi's brothers (except Morris) and his Rothschild brothers-in-law 
participated in this shoe and leather business. When Max Levi died in 1925 he had just finshed building his new family home, which in fact looked more like a castle. He also had financial problems, as he had acquired other shoe 
factories, and things had run out of control. His brother Sem Levi took care of the Salamander business in Berlin, his brother Siegfried Levi went on with the main business together with Arthur Levi and members of the Rothschild and 
Sigle family. Siegfried Levi had an amazing hobby: he had bought Stettenfels Castle near Heilbronn and was breeding horses for the Hoppegarten Race Track in Berlin.. When Adolf Hitler came to power only Siegfried Levi and his 
brother Arthur were still alive. Under pressure of Nazi authorities they had to sell their Salamander shares and other personal properties and finally managed to escape to the USA and South Africa. Max Levi's widow emigrated to 
Switzerland. The Salamander Company was again successful after World War II, but during the following decades increasing wages led to a decline in profits. Labor in Eastern Europe and Asia had become much cheaper and 
Salamander was forced to close factories in Germany. Around the year 2000 there was not much left of the once glorious shoe enterprise. The Villa of Max Levi in Stuttgart survived under the city's ownership and still reminds of the ups 
and downs of a shoe empire that once was unique in Germany. The Salamander brand is still well known in Germany, but only very few people really know of the Jewish aspect of this amazing story. 
 
 
ABRAHAM ROTHSCHILD  of Nordstetten (1822-1893)  LAZARUS LEVI of Gondelsheim (1800-1860) JOSEF OTTENHEIMER of Nordstetten (1805- died before 1870 ?) 
married 1850 married ca 1825/26 ? married 1830 
HANNA FRANK of Nordstetten (1817-1882) CLARA KRAMER of Walldorf (1807-1899) JETTA ROTHSCHILD (1808 - ?) lived in Karlsruhe around 1870 ? 
couple lived in Nordstetten  couple lived in Gondelsheim near Karlsruhe 
     SIMON KLUGMANN 
    1842-1927 

ISIDOR ROTHSCHILD (1860-1929) married ca 1867 RAPHAEL LEVI (1836-1903) 
 married (1) 1890  REGINA SCHEIDT married 1861 in Gondelsheim 
 HEDWIG LEVI (1872-1892) 1846-1891 MATHILDE OTTENHEIMER of Nordstetten (1839-1890 ) 
 married (2) 1895  couple lived in Kitzingen couple moved from Gondelsheim to Stuttgart - Heslach 
 BERTA LEVI (1875-1936) 
 no children,  
 Berta died in Brookline, USA  
 
 SAMUEL ROTHSCHILD MORRIS LEVI (1866-1951) MAX LEVI SEM LEVI ARTUR LEVI SIEGFRIED LEVI 
 1853-1924  emigrated to San Francisco  1868-1925 1870-1931 1876-1963 1880-1954 
 married 1883  married  married 1896 married 1905 married 1906 (1) first lived with 

 IDA LEVI (1864-1925) KATHERINE BENDER (?) IDA KLUGMANN PAULA ROSA BERNHEIM ELISE (ELLI) LAY 
   ca 1879 - ? 1877-1962 MANDELBAUM 1886-1969 1890-1923 

    (she died in Lausanne) 1882-1969 (couple emigrated (2) then married 1926 
 JOHANNA ROTHSCHILD   of Munich to Brookline, USA) HEDWIG KYANOWSKI 
 married  Ida's second husband: (Sem died in  1902-1980 ? 

ARTHUR ROTHSCHILD RUSSELL MORRIS ARTHUR LEVI (marriage 1926) Berlin, Paula  (couple emigrated to South Africa) 
  LEVI  in Oakland ? FRANZ ARNOLD died in New York) 
 THILDE ROTHSCHILD in Oakland ? 1895-1990 1871-1932    RICHARD LEVI VIOLET LEVI MARGIT LEVI 
 married 1906-1980 married (owner of cotton                        1907-1995 1907-1985 1925- 
 HERMANN WEIL 1888-1960  GLADIS spinning mill)         ANNELIESE LEVI (1) married ca 1925 married 

   ca 1895 - ?  ROLF LEVI  PAUL WEIL LOTHAR CASSEL 
 HEDWIG ROTHSCHILD 1892-1926 BERTHA Ida's third husband: 1911-2000 EVELYN WEIL 1905-1983 ? - 1977 

married   LEVI (marriage 1939) (he died in New York) married (2) married 1937 (in South Africa) 
 WILLI ROSENSTEIN 1892-1949 1911 - ? ADOLF MICHEL  JIM FIELD SIMON LEWIN 

(famous pilot of World War I, HAROLD LEVI (owner of silk factory 1905-1956 
 emigrated to South Africa) in Oakland ? in Basel, Switzerland)  RALPH WEIL (Violet + Simon ALLAN CASSEL 

  1923-2001   married emigrated to MAX CASSEL 
        ELINOR POMERANZ Baltimore USA) RONALD CASSEL 
 ERNST ROSENSTEIN (? – 1945) 
(pilot of British Royal Air Force,      MARC WEIL MABEL LEWIN 

 killed in World War II)  MICHELLE WEIL MARION LEWIN 


