SYNAGOGUE OF NORDLINGEN IN BAVARIA

scarcely known details compiled by Rolf Hofmanr2014

English translation with help of Yehuda Shenef

Until the 1990s substantial parts of the formeragygue in Noérdlingen still had existed, like
the massive outer walls with their large windowat Bis fact was unknown to the people of
Nordlingen. After the complete demolition of them&ns of the former synagogue around
1995 a home for old people was erected at the semeNow only a commemorative plaque
reminds of the past. The synagogue was built dutiey1880s according to the plans of
Nordlingen city architect Max Gaab in a buildinglstrather inappropriate for a Jewish place
of worship. The synagogue was dominated by a taxvet front, which gave the building the

somehow strange appearance of a Christian chuncbe $he towers neither had bells nor a
clock there was no practical use of them.

About the reasons for choosing this form of aratitee we only may speculate. After the
expulsion of Jewish families in 1507, Jews for cees were not allowed to settle
permanently in Nordlingen. In 1861 however leatinader Eduard Héchstadter from nearby
Monchsdeggingen successfully fought for the righpermanent residence in Nordlingen.
Over the next 20 years the number of Jewish cisizgew rapidly, so that the construction of
a synagogue was inevitable. The building was mearmiurpose to be large and impressive in
order to express the recovered self-esteem of Hetamilies in Nordlingen, its style
reminding of a Christian church, following the orde the Bavarian King who recognized
Jewish religious communities on the same legaldeaasChristian church communities.

The formal dominance of the twin tower front witls relief-like merely indicated “main
entrance” caused some practical problems for thganzation of the whole synagogue, but
maybe this “main entrance” had a hidden spirituamng, allowing the Holy Spirit in a non
material way to walk through the wall and reach Tloeah scrolls right behind. The towers
were heading towards Market Square and St Georgc@hunderlining the importance of the
synagogue in a municipal context. The main entrafitlee synagogue by no means could not
be between the towers, since traditionally thenfing East towards Jerusaleimad to be
the alcove for accommodation of precious Torah Isgrédrom which week after week
portions of the five books of Moses were read. Timgsactual main access to the synagogue
was almost hidden modestly at the Western backgérthe building, accessible by small
back alley Luckengasse.

After that the interior of the building however was less modest. On both sides of the large
synagogue hall were the women's galleries withrbal@rranged leaded glass windows on
the east and the west. On top of all a blue skyngedlecorated with golden stars was spread.
This information came from people who still rememthe features of the former synagogue,
which undoubtedly had the character of a sacratlimg (like a Christian church), in contrast
to the historical non sacral tradition as a BeitlMsh for the study of the Holy Scriptures.



After the destruction of the interior caused by Nandals during the "Kristallnacht" in 1938
the municipality took the building in possessiom @dhus prevented the complete destruction
of the synagogue. In these days this was a boldbfatte mayor who could have faced
consequences by the Nazi regime. After the warJRBO (Jewish Restitution Successor
Organization) got back the building as trusteehefformer Jewish property, but again sold it
to the Protestant church community of Noérdlingehe Tonversion into a parish hall with an
employment agency office at ground floor was agteethe JRSO, as well as the demolition
of the twin tower front and the leftovers of theyious sacred use. The plan was elaborated
by architect Christian Prechter of Harburg who rded the historic structure by means of
architectural drawings and photos - now a valudideorical document. Prechter had grown
up in Noérdlingen as son of a postmaster living aggburger Strasse. After World War Il he
had studied architecture since 1945 at the Techriraversity in Munich under the
legendary Professor Ddllgast, whose assistant aeddf he became. Finally he established
himself as architect in Harburg. Only a few yeage é&around 2010) he died at old age in
Nordlingen where he had spent his final yearshiome for old people.



