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'The 1atc Bcv nr. “olf Rathenheim

Anrong all the’ unplea.sa.nt dutles ‘of an
cditor the task af writing the oblbuary o 8
decoaged frlem} g faithful and intimato 88
Dr. Rothenhaim was to us,—ie certmnly the
most unple.npnnt ‘and melancholy’ duty. —
Still we.owe the deceased-this token of re-
spect .and ‘this last. evidence of 1mm01‘ial
{nendshlp.\ Ttis with & tead of. mourn.mg
. that we porform this duty.

Notla pieee of paper giving us the slight-
o8t Ipformation, on: Rothenheim's life was
fopud in his poasession and we are eom-
pelled to fwrite from nfemory almgebhcr

Our render;s are famlhtu- with the name |
and literary pmductmps of thc l?‘)ﬁ.ﬁ whose
life and demiso we arcw:alled upon to chron-
icle. "Bofore we do so, however, we must
state hisdemerits. The worlﬁ nlways 8éas
the faulis of prominent men. and iz very
nph-to:magmffj', tflem,[ as though they were
spetless, :
leint, riow thinks he was a sensudl may, an
egotist, and indulged too freely in spiritual
'bevera'g,es; -in consgquence of which he
broke down rapidly ahd-died: after snffering
hétter than a year of chronic dum-hes. —
The ‘world is not 8o very hard asit is super-
. fiaial in Judgmg the charactérs of promi-
'n,e‘ﬁt men,. Faw, if any, ever asked.them-

_selves, hd'w,is it possibile, how could it hayp-

-pen that a man of Rothenheim’s profound
-research, extensive erudition and learning,
deep and. phllosoplncai mingd should fall in-
to such. vices, vices that costed him many,a
vear, of life?: * Qur sketch of the man’s life
and works will answer: th:s query.

W olf Rothenhexm to]d ue frequently that
'he was biorp fn'Wallerstein in the year 1807,
‘rjaw belonging to the kingdom of Buvaria,
-of wealtlry parents, whose oldest son he was.
A(:.cordmg to the spirit of that age bis em-ly
vouth was ocoupied entirely with the study
di/tié Bible snd Talmud; ' Proving early’ a
success{ul scholar, his-parents devoted him
to the study of theology, in whlch he sugé-
ceeded well, and soon had tha reputntxon of
o promed talmudist,

The law of 1828 requiring that a]l Bavar-
*ian rabbis must be graduates of the uni-
~versity, occasioned Ruthenheim, safter hav-
~ing pone through a course of preliminary
studies, o frequent the university at Warz-
‘burg.  As thorovghly as he formerly mas-
-tered the rabhinical studies, he now ee-
qaired a deep insight into the philosophy of
"Kant, Fichte, Spinoza and Mendelssohn. —

‘Thig, of coureq, exercized o revolutignary
influénce on his religious views; it turned
him completely to the snde of reform. —
Still the old rabbis, ebpecxal]y of Wurzburg
and Adler of Oberndorf, esteemed him
highly as a Jearned and profound talmud-
ist, and the congregation of W allcrstem
elected him temporary rabbi.

Rothenheim started into practicallife un-
der three particular disadvantages. . [o the
first place he was 2 Bavarian subjeet,where
‘the law. prohibits marriage to & man who
has no definite office; 8o Rothenheim re-
‘mained a single man, and that is one of the
principal causes of his subsequent misfor-
tunes. He also told ug of an unhappy love,
the chosen of his heartdied an early death;
but we have no digtinet recollection of the
particulars, Ifis second disadrantage why,
he was no orator. He eould write a ser-
mon as good as one of the best orntors, but
Lis delivery was pooz, verd of every attrac.
tiop, without any external beauty Thus
liis efiorts in the pu}pﬂ) were _t}ot Spprecia-
ted, althaugh the sermons which he .pub-
Jished, are very good. He saw hig zeal and
Iabor pass off unnoticed and unappreaciated.
l\ot.hm g can be more mor,nfymg,to 3 man,

‘qonficious of bis abilities sud good &tt'en- !
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tions, Hig third digadvantage, was, he was.
# clear-hended and | ph,l]osophlcuL gpfqu:gmr
at o time,, when the- cummumt.ms, aroupd
bim were still deeply. paleep in the pld
 pebioof theories. Thig conjured down upen
his de\ oted heaq the cruch;pg oppﬂsmon of.
ul zegxlots whe then cd the, }qp]tltudeﬁ —
_ Bemg nman of an iron Wlll and ungpm-
‘prcmmmg c}mructgy with & bproipg, love
for Judaism, bg wou]d not allow anybody
or any. clrcumstnnccs to influence his Judg-
ment. or moderute his designs. . gyt hﬂ
sony stood inap extlcme_]u:ﬁtapos,lt.mp to the
oppongnts of reform. Unable to win the
masges by pulpit qloguence. he saw himself
dec inc steudml_y in the cynfidence of his
ﬂocfx‘ nnd, bntter!y did he feel. the vanity
smd uselessness of lenrnmrr nnd honcity —
ctandm alone in the world as he did, with
no pm- ner in hfe. to help him brave the
atorm, he Jxelded to recren.t.}cns and amuse-
Yderits, whlch bemg grently mtwmﬁed by
his opponénts, complet‘ed Lis ruin.

After years of combut and struggle he
was deposed and 8 man of the n;edmcracy
was elected’ his successor. Dlsﬂ pomted
embittered and dlsengaced e laft Waller-
‘stéin and went t Munich to live'on his pen
‘bixclusively. "AtMunich hie found suﬁiclenh
emplo? ment for his pen to supporbhlm hon«
orably T T

He wroté for ‘different pubh nhons but
néver posséssed n page of his literary pro-
ductions. T.ike nmny other
bachelors and freed, of all elerical Lmiti-
tiong, ]\cthcnhe:m cont.ragt;edldlﬁﬁrd%ﬂ}'
habits in Munich; but never wentto excess
atid il ways sustained'a repumble character.
He most likely would have’ éloged his days
‘at the Bavarinn capital, if it’ 'had not béen
‘for the following fact. - ln 1856 hc Wl;ote a
pemphlet it defente of the Jewish doctrine
of the Unity of God, 'and opposed to the
Chrmtmn “doetribe” of1 the Trinity, Tlne
iristér of policé’ ‘took it upon himself on:
thts ground ta é‘xpntrnre the author. " He
was notified to leswe Minich and Bavaria
within'i-féw day's.  An e¥ilé he went forth
from the lunt:of -his bivth and bitter distip-
pointent, ‘away from the graves of his an-
-¢estors and 9f his hopes aspirations and
design. He went to Loridbn dnd after o
short stay there We ératsed the Atlantic and
arrived in New Yotk * - '
 'What Rotherthéim felt'as an exile, a hun-
ted emigrant, is benutifully expressed'in
“his puvem Dér Auswinderer “The em]grnnt ”

———

published in thdfrat namber of the Deborah,
- Me felt mortified, cast oat, crusped, like
a man whom the+world had deeeived.

- The Rev. Dr. Lilienthal took Rothenheirm
into his hovse-and‘there he' rematned until
the docter mnted to Cincinnati in 1855 and
therecame' with Him to this-city. Wewan-
ted him in New Yorkito give instruetion in
‘langunges, but he considered ‘it below his
dignity, and pref‘érred to stdy with Rev Dr.
Lilicnthal, '

- Noon we had occasion to convince our-
| selvos of*Rothenheim's erudition and pro-
fundity. Therefure when in the fall 4f the
year 1353 we wceepted a call to this city
and repaired hitheron n visit to the con-
gregation, we reguested Rothenheim to
~perform our duties to the Albany congre-
gm.lon intending to have him eleeted to that
post, “Again it wag the want of eloquence
by whioh: he failed in that attempt. Atthat
time tho Occident violently attacked our

enheim without onr knowledge wrote a'let-
tér onthe'suhjéet ipublished in the Jannary
number of -the Occident, 1854, which proved
L hhis thorough understanding >f Jewish his-
toriography.” In the spring of that: year
we rdeommended him to the Har Sinai eon-
gregation of Baltimoré. He preached there
several sermons and delivered n - lecture on
the Talmud, which were cm_nsidered master
piecesa ot composition; still'he did not sue-
ceed in getting the nppointment. The cau-
Be3 are unknown to us.

In New York he enjoyed the reputation
of o thorough talmudist; butit could do him
no good, the orthodox wounld not have him,
and in the temple Rev. Dr. Merzbacher
preached then, nor was he erator enough
for the temple. Mo he came in the snmmer
of 1855 with Rev. Dr. Lilienthal to (;mcm-
nati.

It was chiefly on his account that the De-
borak was started and the Zion college was
opened. - Having poasced an examination
for o profeesorship to the ther contemplated '
rabbinical coliege of IPeerth and Bavaria, |
while yet in Munich, and knowing Lii to
be a thorongh scholar, weithought he could
do much good in a college. He did his dw=
ty well as professor of ‘Hebrew and German
in that college; still it bhroke down. "It ap-
pears that he was destined to disappoint
ments.

The readers of the Deborah k“OW his
prose :m&‘poetr) and we shaJl not on)hhls
occasion po)nt. to any particular eﬂ‘qrt.,of
his. He bad.a. fertile imaginntion, copions.
Innguage, nud ¢ perfect wenlth of oqg} }
ideas. '

- Herg-};le praaghed, in the synpgogae-ebithe

11ternry old. N

* History of the Israelitish Nation.” Roth- |

AMfta#ﬁ Acfvm.oongnep:nﬁwn on-KRace street,
yapd wag, hmhly respected. by the. members
thereol. . Thaypresentod-bim a ailver-sndff |
box with proper;insistiptions, as a. token bl
their respeet.  Still hg, fpiled in. gpenring
the, oﬂiqe Sp, he, fuiled in; Chiczgor.an

rﬁncmau gnd, Lﬁoc,l',\cs,ter Tty syw man hy
[’nl hl'ﬂ minprs rige. to Lgpor n,nd distipetion

Jedge, wns peglected and repulsed. #illho
remained to the end of, }1;5. days p_philan-
thropist on the broadgs t.}pnnmplc;, ond re-
tmned An unndnlt,emtpd love unq reapect to
Judsism, science apd philosophy. .

the rcnpecl; of .}l], partiod .presenp., Bvery-
bod_y ndimt.te;d iis eradition n.nd honesty-of

purpose.

Mmhag Ammga he dmungmsh;d ﬂlm&ﬂf Dby
poetical tramslations irom the Hebrew, —
Here we myst mgntron espeeinlly the teans-
l:\tmn of t\ne Tul Slxalc}z bcrz(fu);, ghomran lcol
titten, {he mnetecm‘th and severul Other
pp‘\lms which arc mnstcr'pxcces )

The' Iraqtpoc whmh ]:e gubllshed \ms
“his “Ral,:lp B [1n}r1, a le,ge'nd 'ﬁus plOd
ugt rs dlsl;m mshcd or the remnugcanpes of
olden rames .?o dear to th¢ wan whose heart.
wns y’uun'g, ﬁelv nn cqpnblc of poh}q im-
pulses b’ the very‘ end gf b:s.llfq. vdla was
gn mme thau one. resg(,ct i pwycholpgxga]
CllI‘lOSlt)

1
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at Lbe a'ge of ﬁfl.y, |} otuenheuP fell Ul lq.\'le
“»’anl n '.somun who kne'w thllqg of (% and

n
' wopld not ‘mve rccl.pmcq.tpﬁ und lqvcd mbh
all the poetncul c]mrms and ﬁexy pmswnq
of )outh, it must be nd:mttcd that ha wus
2 psych!)luglc&] curlmlty, ,

Hq had “r;tten ‘LI‘t of n.nnther grcat po-
em: W Rg\cbel qr B mm.l\ers love,” when
slckness rendered im unfit for meut.al " eX-
ert:bn ch &ld not succeed yet im ﬁqdmh
any of hig p pers b

Asa theoingw.r{ '!.nci hllosophc( l;e ]rmig
ed to the ver bobt?m u? thin«vs and een”j
ccncewed the unnnswemhle qpestmpuab the
Tinits of tknowlcdge and' ‘mtel]ect llmre.
however, blS faxtll;ommenccdr m wluch re-
spect he yvas ‘firm a3 3 rock and as, thom 1y
Jewish ag any of ::hc anment rabbls mth
‘ot a.ny f\t,tcmpt n.t shuw cr extetn'\l demo-
st,mﬁion Ever slnee be Tlved in Cinpmna.q,l
tie was' evory \abbuth and Huhduy 'xmong
our cengrerru.hon -

David or Jonathad. Ha Yoved his Fr:ends
with a poehcul‘ scnclbx]nty but a8 an enemy
he was a hard one, he could hats ns wel]
Tove, without however barming his enemle-\
Doctors an& schoiﬁrs found no gmce in lm
sight, if he was ‘not convmccd of q'hmr bhp
rough knowledge. e bore an mm\te en-
mity to all and cvery superﬁc;ahty und
‘emipty pretension. JHis' cgothm the- nwtuml
ccnsequedw ot the drsa.ppomtments he ex-
periended n id of his bnc.heuforshlp inelined
hind'tofault-inding, in Mnch he succeeded
rennr\mlﬂy well. ~ Ifs ‘I

2/ man n Igouk a dra-
‘matic performance; ah opcm or nny oluect
of his obtervatioh hid’ any fault, he’ “ns
gure to find it. This qualiied him’ to “on
excellefit evitic. ' '

As avian ke harmed noné beside l\unsel(]
Like Fdgar Pog, Henry Meire, And many
more men of hizh geniug héiruined himaelf
pliysically, hurried himself to:the prave.—
Uoe grant fault was that he bad” too many
friends in Cincinnati. When severalijaars
ago he lefs Dr. Lillenthal's house, MMy: ‘A.
Hirseb always pnid for his boarding mnd
lodging. . Other gentlemen, like Faohheim-
er, Hellman,, Kiefer, Mack and’ dthwmgh-
toned men took pleasure in; p’rovndmv hitm
with the finest wearing &ppme}' 'Kgain
others, fond of his company or desivoas to
please him, treated him so munoh and sooft
ten that his health was undormined. He
felt very proud of his numerous friends
among Jews and Gentiles; but nothing gave
him 8o much pleasure, as tho gold watch
and chain djd, which the Jadies presented to
him, -after he had published- bis '* Rahbi
Belah,"

If we correctly conceive the grace of God,
Rothenbeim's eins. must be {orgiven, Ifis
life waa o succession of failures ; his faults
sprung from the bitterness of the expenience
he made. 1Is ruined his body, bis 01l re.
mained sound, strong, firm and maniul to
the last day of his life. Nowtho grave em-
| braces the body, the soul is free:and comes
back to the Creator and eomplaing of dig-.
.eppointment.  1iis sins must ba.forgivens
his queries to Providense must be answered;
he must find whab his immortal spirit sougbb
and hig poetical soul: hoped: :

For us, however, remains s grave, & grave
witheuga tear, a grave ramains of the . dis~
appowbed man, whose genius entitled him
to the brightest hopes Had: ha been: born
| 8 Catholig- in Bavaria, an. B.pmnopal
Eoglund, or o Lutheran- in . Prussid, ha
would bavoe risen {p the highest postsl of
honor; hut he was; bonn amarkyn .. .

We. nppea.l to opr friends, toy all who res+
pect.genius, leorning:angd; magkul, chaeactar, | -
to agsist.ug in sesping saiitniilevma nument:

Lwhﬂc le, gunsgioys of higworth and knpw- |

At cl;c (,}e‘e]and conference. he gpingd |-

As le cn-eduﬂr of thc ﬁntw]um[e of l.hc :

If \\on y, t.hat }i\c Qr s;x)errrsnlgp bence\ '

As'a frignd Ko was'gs "trae nnd-fmthful ns;rI

: chls,lt is How peen,
adl ey

on lMthewHeim‘s gravé t9 Hig" ‘méniﬂ{-}lL
We whit hnly fifty centa of ‘évéry‘ oﬂe‘ﬁﬂo
Faolsinclinl ito perpetunts tho *hnemggy
of:a wh; for whiclthe subséribey gHAlT 1-}
"otive dfe ouply of Rothenheinys poting d
his- likenedse -+ 'Iho surplus ‘thus Tealiagg
shallabolspent for n monnment, Provided vy
find 800. bubsoribers;'if not Touhd the v,
ams shall noy be published wni the 50 genf,
appropriated Ao the Nicnumbnt, Rédéimg
ahall Le published in Ysraelite and Debdt-ah
Ladiss or: gentlewhni iy sdbacripe foriah sev.
 ernl cupies at the bamis prices  if- thiey wlsh
to contribute anlltele mere to° thiy pm-pagg
- Alk aceoudts-to' b publighed in ‘thege ph-
perd. ‘Lethid meviery by "honored - fi

ong
imsy A8 his:soul ig.before Gond.
- D AYRPANSD TAN AN NRup !
- Before todeluding this, we must remen.

ber-thre kit wtention “and ATmosh fratorng]
GRGe hestowedun the:decensed 'by otr-fribnd
Dr. Bettman, the «attendibg. physioion. wha,

L an this. cecasion, gave us a new, delionatry.

tion of Lig l;umane« and charitible disposi-
tiop,—IN or . masst the- narses,. Mr, jand Mrs,
lqumg)er,,ba-fprgotteug who have dote' twast,
1018 than thein ardindny duty.:: Meny IhMes
and gentlemem paidithe kindest ditentionto
ghe, unfortunate 0w daring the lapt sthge
of luq fapal d;qep,s,g, 400, nymerons, indeed,
to e me;mcqeqb Qm(}, b\e%s.thgm,' Sy b

Tuo Evradhood ot ORI
PEPEE FLRY! ruce' Yo Jtﬁmw"- wi wed

l()’[fl [ F lU
-n,x- PAREN RAWEAR, L 1Ay B, 8y 86
KD Gquguqurqmﬂo.rlﬂ oot !
fn b,lstqm, generally; a0z, attention. ig of
ten cal ed to gurrptives - of themarvellons;
nggit e;e ig p.genye. iy which) theyt, may be
v1?yed with reforengp o jgs, Laneral.punpont
m A0 ponnection, with &lmsprjﬂﬂuenceg.ah
‘qma.n‘ nature; whial, play e .conspicuous o
part in many | eventss Shes 44 has bebn
we}l remprlied b Degn. Milsas 2 History,
e po trng., must gondlaspend o sperkithe
lp.'p Ragg | Qf Jegend, .. "The.. beliefofythe
times iy part of thergeard of theitimpsy and,
taou"h there may, cour. what may, hafle
its more, ¢alm 4nd. ,;ea.qchmg Rhilosophyidt
mqst nib. dlsdum that avhioh "twas theé pri-
mgl, almagt, uniyersal,.. mptive; pf. human
hfe" * - L PO
1et i e morg ganeyn) pmnt ot‘ vmw

whm wc consider .the, striat.ofiea.af;'the
cnt)ca]( hmtormn, ik is.ohiiousi thetssidls ca-
ses are fair suj)j agk% of andlysis, - conducted
wn;h the viey of asgertammg thair. nanl Te-
Ldation to nature and- fagt,. ., ", .,

.-Frowm the genétal: maxim, thit all: hmtow
S oflen.to.atiticism @8 1to it8 ;prounds of: ovi-

Weee 1 ¢

i

B rdensee,,mc prafesseds higtoky gih -be. exempt

without, forfoising vits! - historical :ghartober:
and :4n its-eobtents. Whntas-proferly hfs-
torical; is; on thesdmegrowids, fafrly to bo
distingpised fronn winb bimay tippert'ts bo
introdueed on ‘othexmbthorléyand/with 6th-
gr ohjacts. - Thus thegenemitibvedit' of an
historiesl naveative dussgoot:iatblude ithe
digtinct-soratiny. in tnndn:y'mgtements of 4
supernatn rai kind. whichstmpyxctmmm DOP
supegpode the careful esbiiatibh of the eatl-
ue ok the testimony on. which! they T
the directness of jis transmission from eye-
witnesses, a3, well.asithe possibility of mis..
conception .of: its,tends, or off out nbt béing
in. possession lof all bl i=circnmstinces ou
which a correot judgment ean be forted. -

- it must, bowever, be leconfdssed, thatthe
proprietyof.such.dispassionatoexaniibution
is too little apprecinted: or -t faitness of
weighing well the .improbabilities: on ono
side against possiple: O'pemnﬁ to hllsappre-
hension on the other: - I T

The nature of the laws of 4]l human ba-
lief, and the broadgr grounds of probnyili-
ty, and credibility of evenjs, have 'besnboo
little investigated; nnd the aréak extent-to
which all tostimony must be modified by
antecedens credlbilnty as. determined by
such general laws, too little coxnmonly 'un-
derstood to be rcad-llx applied or allowed.

Furmerly, as befors uchrved there was
no guestion as to goneral eredibility; bat,
ih lutcl tiwes, the most orthodox .ssem to
asswmne that mtezposwmn would be _9e1wrally
incradible, yet ende:wgr to ley down rujes.
and: griterin by seliigh i Mt may be rendered
probable in cases OF great emérgency. Mi-
racles ,were formqu.?! thq rule, latierly the
ezeep(mn .

The mgumenfsof desllqton a.pd others
all assume the antecen&}ant mcredlb:llty of
wiracles in genqml in orderto draw moro
precxsel_‘, the d)lst.,mchon, that, in certain
cases of & very speciol noture,that improbar-
bility, may be remoyed, g3, in the cesp;of
authenticating n reveiah‘op Lock'l‘ PYPLEERT
ly contends that it iy the very, extrﬂ-ﬁ#}lﬂﬁ

ry intérposition reg,mfute, a,nd tbﬂrPfPl' e
credible, Gl v
The beliel in’ ﬁwina m&?}rpogl,tmﬂ IHPS“
Be’ essentm]l{y de en ent on m"hﬂ-b 1w R0V
oml,/ udmlt or b?lxeve wfﬁh ,Tesppot to, the
IB‘M&G . ¥h

"1t 'wag \'ormcr'lly 91'%)11?(1 ;hgtqy@ry The.}ah
thugt admlt t.Pe créd ! "i,.f of ‘mirapies;, huy,
s how. l:;epe,pds on the, naty<

«# Intin Chvistiotity, ¥ J: p. 388, / !
+Essay; Mook 4. véhiah: 18,2 13. -




